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Defcription of the moft eccentric Charatter in London. 


HIS fingular man refides at the corner of the Old Crown 

Tavern, Leadenhall-fireet, and near the India-houfe, con- 
fequently in one of the moft confpicuous fituations in the city. 
His name is Nathaniel Bentley ; his father was a moft re{peétable 
and rich hardware-man, lived in the fame houfe, and died about 
the year 1770; he lived in a good file, kept his carriage, and 
gave his fon a liberal education; he fpeaks the French and 
Italian languages fluently, and informed the writer of this nar- 
rative, that he {pent a winter at Rome, and has been feveral 
times at Paris. Previous to his father’s death, and for fome 
years after, he was called, ““ the beau of Leadenhall-ftreet,’’ 
and was feen at all public places dreffed as a man of fafhion. 
He attended in a moft elegant fuit the fete at Ranelagh, given 
by the Spanifh ambaffador on the king’s recovery. His man- 
ners in company {til befpeak the gentleman, whilft his prefent 
appearance in bufinefs is the moft difgufting that can be con- 
ceived. He who was once diftinguifhed for his elegance and 
tafte in drefs, and whofe favourite fuit, in his beauifh days, was 
alight blue and filver, with his hair dreffed in the extremity of 
fafhion, chapeau de bras, &c. is now fo changed into one of the 
mott dirty creatures in exiftence, that he has acquired the nick 
name, amongft even the loweft claffes of people, of Dirty 
Dick! and his houfe is called “ the dirty warehoufe.’ 

The writer of this article having heard of this extraordinary 
charaéter, called-on him more than once, under the pretence of 
purchafing fume article, and he found nothing exaggerated in 
the accounts he had heard of him and his fhop: he was as ufual 
without a coat; his waiflcoat and breeches in value next to 
nothing ; his fhirt, his face, and a as black as his windows ; 
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his hair ftood up “ like the quills of the fretful porcupine,” all 
begrimed with exceflive dirt, and he appeared to have been a 
determined enemy to the ufe of combs for feveral years paft. 
His fhop was dark and full of various forts of goods packed 
in cafes, reaching nearly to the ceiling. The writer afked him 
for a penknife, he inftantly produced a variety from this mighty 
mafs and unarranged colleftion of goods. His cuftomer ven. 
tured to afk him why he did not fort his articles better, as it 
muft be almoft impoffible to come at fome of them without the 
affiftance of feveral porters? He acknowledged the truth of the 
obfervation, but replied, that “* he had not time fo todo; he 
was conftantly employed, and had not undreffed himfelf for the 
laft five nights; he was fo full of thought on the future ma. 
nagement of his affairs, that he could not unbend his mind to 
pull off his clothes.” He was afked why he did not get his 
windows mended and cleaned? he replied, that “ he had 
thoughts of doing it for feveral years paft, but that he really had 
not time, yet he was thinking of doing it!” Why don’t you 
open your window-fhutters, Mr. Bentley ? ‘“* Why, Sir, they 
have not been opened thefe fifteen years; but I am thinking 
about opening them!” 

His houfe appears to be very large, but is as dirty in front as 
it is in the interior; the windows are literally as black and as 
thick of dirt and {moke as the back of a chimney grate that had 
not been {wept for feven years. The broken windows are re. 
paired by old tea-trays or waiters, to fill up the broken vacancy : 
a few indifferent doggerel lines will eafier defcribe Mr. Bent. 
Jey’s houfe and fhop, than perhaps the moft elaborate defcrip- 


tion in profe on fuch a fingular fubjeét ! 


Who but has feen (if he can fee at all), 

*Twixt Aldgate’s well known pump and Leadenhall, 

A curious hardware-fhop, in general full 

Of wares from Birmingham and Pontipool ? 

Begrim’d with dirt, behold its ample front, 

With thirty years colleéted filth upon’t : 

See feftoon’d cobwebs pendant o’er the door, 

While boxes, bales, and trunks, are ftrew’d around the floor. 
Behold how whiftling winds and driving rain 

Gain free admiflion at each broken pane, 

Save where the dingy tenant keeps them out, 

With urn or tray, knife-cafe, or dirty clout! 

Here {nuffers, waiters, patent-fcrews tor corks ; 

There caftors, card-racks, cheefe-trays, knives and forks; 
Here many cafes pil’d in heaps on high 5 

There pack-thread, papers, rope, in wild diforder lic. 


The writer found Mr. Bentley to be, as was reported of him, 
with all his eccentricity, a very intelligent, fenfible, and polite 


mah; he might be compared to a diamond begrimed a=: 
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which though it may conceal its luftre in fuch a ftate, yet it can 
eafily recover its original polifh! Inftead therefore of being 
what is called a rough diamond, he is only an unwafhed one; 
but certainly not a diamond of the firft water! In the adoption 
of this dirty fy ftem, there is no inconfiderable portion of pride 
and vanity in Mr. Bentley: ftrange perverfion of tafte! yet 
not altogether unaccountable on the {core of felfifhnefs and 
intereft. Experience has allowed him to prove that this un- 
common whim has acquired him public notoriety ! He has cal- 
culated that if be was to be clean in his perfon, and wear a coat, 
and to have a decent fhop, he fhould then be only like the gene- 
rality of other fhopkeepers, and might be overlooked or neg- 
le@ed amongft fuch a numerous herd! “ Sir,” faid he, “ a 
lady came purpofely from Yorkfhire to fee me, as a very re- 
markable character fhe had heard of !” 

Mr. Bentley’s neighbours have frequently offered to defray 
the expence of painting and white-wafhing the front of his 
houfe; but this he conftantly refufes, adeging that his fhop is 
fo well known abroad by the denomination of “ the dirty 
warehoufe,”’ that it would ruin his trade with the Levant! But 
his ruling paflion is avarice, and it appears to govern him with 
uncontroulable {way in all his aétions. He is afraid of being 
robbed ; he therefore keeps no fervants. When he goes out, 
he chains up his fhop door, and employs an old barrow-woman, 
who fells trurt and gingerbread, clofe to his houfe, to give a 
fharp look out until he returns, and for this fervice he remune- 
rates her with {paring pence! His expenditure in coals muft be 
very trifling, for, except when abfolutely indifpenfible, he con- 
fiders fires as extravagant; but as his feet from age or other 
circumftances are chilly in the winter feafon, he fills a box with 
ftraw and ftands in it! Ever remindful otf the fame rule, is the 
reafon of tis filling up the aperture of a broken window with 
old tea-trays and waiters, remarking that it is the cheapeft me- 
thod of repairing the damage! It is faid that his father left an 
injunétion in his will, that he was never to repair his houfe, that 
if a brick was to fall out it was not to be replaced; if any of 
the wood work decayed, not’ an inch of found timber was 
allowed to repair it, and fo with the windows. If it be fo, 
there never was a more dutiful fon in obeying more punétually 
the will of an odd father! But this is no more probable than 
that of his laying an injunétion on his worthy fon never to 
wath his hands and face; his apology on that {core is fomewhat 
curious—he fays, “* If he did wath them, they would want 
wathing again to-morrow ; and he was refolved not to ufe them 

to expeét fuch delicate and expenfive cuftoms, for foap was 
dear, and tewels would want wafhing alfo!”’ 
It is likewife faid, that his father left another ftrange injunc- 
tion in his will, which was to oblige his fon to purchafe annually 
r two 
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two thoufand pounds worth of goods, at the leaft, in order that 
his fon’s mind fhould be always occupied in bufinefs. Hence 
it may be accounted for, why Mr. Bentley has fuch a large 
Rtock left on hand at prefent: we may fuppofe very juflly, that 
during the late long war, his favourite Levant trade has not 
proved fo produétive as formerly. 

The writer of this afked him, whether the tea-trays and 
waiters put in the apertures of the broken windows were new 
goods? The anfwer was, “ Yes, Sir, they were new when I 
had them, and they only want varnifhing to be new again!” 
From fuch a confufed heap of various articles fold by fuch an 
eccentric charatter, people generally believe that they can get 
great bargains, and he is fo polite in his fhop, that if an article 
is wanted that might not be worth fixpence, and he fhould 
happen not to have it, he would go half over the town to pro. 
cure it, rather than lofe his cuftomer! 

It is well known that Mr. Bentley has been remarkably par- 
tial to the fair fex, and has had midnight revels in his houfe. 
At that period he might have been clean and fair enough him. 
felf, but now his dirty figure and dark and dirty fhop fo fhock 
the females, that they rarely venture into it unattended. 

The lower clafs of people have a fuperflitious notion, that he 
has a blue-room for the fame purpofe as is told in the old idle 
ftory of blue-beard; and that thofe females who have been feen 
to enter his houfe were never feen to go out of it again! It is 
true that he has-a locked up room in his houfe that has not been 
opened for a great number of years, and which circumftance 
has probably occafioned fuch an abfurd report, and which cre. 
dulity delights to fwallow. The reafon that this room is faf- 
tened, and which he has not entered into for many years, is 
owing to the following circumflance : 

Mr. Bentley was engaged to be married to a beautiful young 
woman; a few days before the ceremony was to take place, he 
invited her and her relations to partake of an elegant dejeune. 
Having ‘prepared all things ready for their recepticn,. he 
anxioufly waited for the arrival of his intended bride, when a 
meéffenger entered the room, and informed him of the melan- 
choly news of the young lady’s fudden death! This fo affeéted 
him that he whimfically refolved to faften up the room, and 
never to enter it as Jong as he lived! Every article that was 
prepared for the entertainment, with the neceflary appurte- 
tenances, were left in the order they were placed; he nailed up 
the windows and door, and in that ftate it has continued ever 
fince. 

Mr. Bentley does not feem to with that people fhould think 
him otherwife than that of an eccentric fingular mifer! On 
being afked by our friend ‘whether he kept a dog or cat? 
* What for Sir?” To deftroy any vermin you may have in 
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your houfe, rats, mice, &c. “* No Sir, they only make more 
dirt and fpoil more goods than any fervice they are of! but as 
to rats and mice, how can they live in my houfe? when I take 
care to Jeave them nothing to eat!’’ 

Mr. Bentley does keep a carriage! but it is an old one of his 
father’s, which he keeps in a cellar! His fifter has an elegant 
chariot, and often comes to fee him, but never alights, being as 
much afraid of the filth of his houfe, as the common people are 
of his blue-room. 

The whimficalitics of Mr. Bentley, however humorous or 
novel they may appear to the reader, are of ferious evil to his 
neighbours, and they might juftly addrefs him in fome fuch 
lines as the following : 


O fay, thou enemy to foap and towels ! 

Haft no compaffion lurking in thy bowels ? 
Think what thy neighbours fuffer by thy whim 
Of keeping houfe and felf in fuch a trim? 

The officers of health fhould view the fcene, 
And put thy fhop and thee in quarantine; 
Confider thou in fummer’s ardent heat, 

When various means are tried to cool the ftreet, 
What moft each decent neighbour fuffer then 
From noxious vapours iffuing from thy den? 
Say, if within the ftreet where thou doft dwell 
Each houfe were kept exaétly like thy cell: 

O fay, thou enemy to brooms and mops, 

How long thy neighbours would keep open fhops, 
If following thee in tafte, each wretched elf, 
Unthav’d, unwafh’d, and {qualid, like thyfelf 
Refolv’d to live? The anfwer’s very plain— 
One year would be the utmoft of their reign: 
Vitims to filth each vot’ry foon would fall, 

And one grand jail-diftemper kill them all! 


E. H. 
July 20, 1802, 





In a fubfequent letter the fame writer fays, that “‘ The faés 
and delineations of the character, are not tranfiently drawn; 
they are given with a fcrupulous attention to fuch truths as I 
could colle& from himfelf, and perfons of various degrees in 
the neighbourhood. I would rather “ extenuate, than fet down 
aught” for the fake of giving a higher glow to the various tints 
of his portrait. The charagter, as it is, appears to be nearly 
fuited to Bentley’s wifhes, as he lives with an extraordinary 
ambition to be held up to notoriety for his eccentricity ! and 
why fhould he not be indulged in his humour? I told him a 
few days fince what were my intentions; he did not appear dif- 
pleafed ; at the fame :ime he informed me, that he had promifed 
3 gentleman a particular article in his fhop for four years paft, 
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and though it was within three or four yards of him, he-had not 
time to look after it, but had been thinking of doing it with all 
poffible difpatch. He further told me, that “ the dirty ware- 
houfe” fent goods to every part of the world—his houfe being 
completely full in every corner, excepting the nailed-up or 


_blue-room.”’ 





Letters written during an Excurfion through France to Geneva. 
(Concluded from Page 112.) 
Genéve, Monday, Dec, 21, 1801, 


HANKS to the moon, who has been very kind to us, we 

are here at laft! You will like to hear fomething of our 
operations fince we left Poligny. Being obliged totake the cir- 
cuit of Bourge en Brefle, we determined to make a grand pufh. 
On Wednefday, therefore, as there was but little fnow on the 
ground, and that was frozen fo as to improve the roads, by 
having filled the ruts, we were in the carriage very early, and 
did not ftir foot out of it till the clock ftruck ten at night, when 
we found ourfelves at Bourge, a diftance of about fixty three 
miles fram Poligny. No preparation was made for us, as De 
Buck could {carcely get his ftumbling bidet along the road. 
We did not fit down to dinner till half paft eleven o’clock, 
after which we enjoyed our Burgundy till one, and I felt no 
difpofition to ufe my pen and ink. Leaving Mont Jura, we 
bore a little off from the mountains, and the road wound by the 
fide of them at a confiderable diftance during almoft the whole 
of that day’s journey, which, though a very fatiguing, was a 
very delightful one; the form of the hills varying with every 
turn of the wheel, and the ftriking oppofition of deep fhade and 
brilliant light, forcibly contrafted by the fun-beams, which were 
reflected frum large maffes of unfullied fnow, added much to 
the romantic richnefs of the fcenery. Here and there, on fome 
feemingly inacceflible precipice, fland the tottering ruins of 
an ancient caftle, and in the vallies-are fprinkled frequent vil- 
lages, on both of which the imagination may repofe with plea- 
fure; the difmantled towers, and the proftrate ftrength of the 
one, may be contemplated with no lefs complacency, than the 
prefent fecurity and fnugnefs of the other. Onafcending fome 
of thefe hills, the horizon was only bounded by the weaknefs 
of man’s vifion, which could penetrate no farther; thefe are 
not views which delight me: one is bewildered by the confu- 
fion and diminutivenefs of the objeéts, but I particularly re- 
member, that twice, when we were @n no very lofty ground, 
the landfcape was exceflively beautiful. I fufpeé there was an 
9 optical 
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optical deception in the cafe: the valley below us appeared to be 
of a concave fhape, and in whichever direétion the eye ex- 
tended itfelf, the diftant ground feemed gently to rife, and as the 
{phere of vifion was not large, the effect was extremely pleafing. 
Towards evening, the air being clear and frofty, we hada fine 
view of the fetting-fun ; but a fun fet among the Alps! who is 
to defcribe it? A man’s pen mutt be dipped in the rich colours 
which adorn the fky, and play refle&ed on the mountains: the 
{cene is only to be conceived by an aétual view of it: I thall 
not attempt what a thoufand have failed in, but content my felf 
with fimply ftating, that the predominant colour, fometimes 
faint and fometimes ftrong, is that grey mifty purple, which has 
fometimes been reprefented with confiderable truth and effeé& 
upon the canvas. 

From Bourge, we proceeded, amidft a thick fnow, towards 
Nantua. Oxen are more and more abundantly ufed in draught 
as we come nearer to Genéve: the carts which are ufed for the 
carriage of goods are, I fhould imagine, not above two-thirds fo 
wide, and certainly two-thirds longer, than thofe of England. 
Like the caravans over the great defert, they travel in large com- 
panies; we frequently meet fixteen, eighteen, twenty of thefe 
long-backed carriages in a ftring together, each drawn by a fin- 
gle horfe, with about half a dozen drivers attending them. 
This mode is probably adopted by the carmen, that either may 
render afliftance to the other in cafe of accident: where the road 
is fo bad, that a fingle horfe is unequal to the draught, we have 
more than once feen two or three unyoked from the neighbour- 
ing carts, and added to that which is in diftrefs: the others, in 
their turn, receive the fame afliftance. Villages now became 
more thickly fcattered around us, and population obvioufly in- 
creafed, 

The road from Bourge to Nantua lies through the village of 
Cerdon, where we changed horfes, and were informed, that as a 
heavy mountain was before us, extra cattle would be neceflary. 
We had no fooner left the village, than we began to afcend; 
and the impreflion which this moft perilous of all roads made 
on my mind, no time or circumftance I think can efface. The 
afcent was oftentimes fo fteep, that had any of the horfes re- 
fufed draft, or made a falfe ftep, the carriage muft have run back. 
wards till fome piece of rock had overturned it into the gulph 
below; the road, which muit have been cut with great labour 
up the fide of the mountain, although in fome places wide enough 
for two carriages to pafs, frequently (perhaps in confequence of 
the drifted fnow), did not leave us above two feet on either fide 
of the wheels; nor is there the flighteft defence againft the pre- 
cipice ; fcarcely a ftone or a bufhto mark the limits of fecue 
rity! It may give you fome faint inadequate idea of this monf- 
trous range of crags, tilat when to appearance we had afcended 
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half way of their vifible altitude, the lofty timbers which we 
had jeft in the valley were almoft loft upon us; we looked over 
them, and they were reduced to little tufts of brufh-wood, while 
the larch, which covered part of the hill on the oppofite fide of the 
vale, appeared like the little maiden’s hair of the meadow. After 
looking down this dreadful and immediate declivity, fo diftant that 
all was confufion, we turned our eyes upwards, and the naked over- 
hanging rocks feemed not tohave loft one inchof theirheight fince 
we had begun to afcend them: the fnow was drifted againft theedge 
of the precipice, had the wheel touched its treacherous furface, in- 
ftant and inevitable deftru€tion mult have enfued. After we had 
{caled Mont Cerdon, the road ran among hills and valjies : but 
the evening fell faft upon us, and probably relieved our eyes 
from the fight of fimilar dangers, As the moon rofe I recolle& 
remarking the contraft between the black rocks which feemed 
to enclofe us on every fide, and an extenfive level furface of 
what appeared to be turf, lying at a confiderable diftance imme- 
diately under our feet, There was a ferenity and peacefulnefs 
fpread over the lawn that were uncommonly ftriking, and we 
were furprifed that no hut was peeping out toenjoy them. Af- 
ter a time our furprife fubfided, for defcending the mountain, 
we heard the rippling water ; and the moon increafing its light, 
fhewed us, that what we had miftaken for grafs, was a lake, 
along the fide of which we had been inconf{cioufly travelling. 
We much regretted, being fo unfortunate as to pafs the Lac de 
Cerdon in the night time; but at feven o’clock, we reached 
Nantua, and forgot our regret at the Hotel d’Angleterre, one of 
the cleaneft, and in every refpe& the moft comtortable inn, that 
we have found in the courfe of the journey. 

We determined to reach Genéve the following day :—Rofe at 
five, hada good fire and coffec prepared for us, and were in the 
carriage by fix o’clock: it was a lovely day and a lovely ride. 
Early in the morning we paffed the Lac de Nantua, a narrow 
winding piece of water, not very rich in furrounding beauties : 
the road, however, runs by the fide of a water-fall, which, when 


it thaws, muit have a fine effect. Between Bellegarde and Cou- 


longes, about three miles diftant from the former, Mont Blanc 
prefented to us a front of immeafurable magnitude; the fur- 
rounding hills awed by his majeftic prefence, feemed to fhrink 
into littlenefs and infignificance. A light fleecy cloud curled 
round the brow of the mountain, which looked like another 
Olympus, the fabled refidence of Jove; I really could hardly 
help fancying, that the old thunderer was then holding a council 
of the gods and goddefles on the concerns of us mortals, from 
whofe unholy eyes they were veiled by the clouds that coil 
roundthem. The road from Coulonges to St. Genis is ftrikingly 
grand; it holds a circuitous courfe midway among the wilde 
rocks; below is a deep and narrow yale, watered by the dark- 
6 blue 
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‘blue Rhone, in its way to Lyons, where the Saone joins it, and 
whence the united rivers run into the Mediterranean. Among 
thefe rocks, commanding a great part of the valley, but itfelf 
commanded by fuperior cminences, ftands the fortrefs, which 
till lately, divided France from the independent republic of 
Genéve. Fort de \’Eclufe is now garrifoned by French fol- 
diers, to whom we fhewed our paffports, and who fuffered us to 
pafs without any delay, fo that we paffled the drawbridge of 
Genéve, at between five and fix o’clock, on Friday, the 18th, 
having been nine days on our journey from Paris. 


Tuefday, 22—You will have juft reafon to accufe me of in- 
dolence, if I do not give you fome account of this delightful 
{pot, aud communicate all the information I can colleé& 
refpeGting the manners, cufloms, &c. of the people: but 
my letter is already fo long, that I dare not’ begin a fubje& 
which mult neceflarily occupy much room: you mui wait 
with patience, my good friend, till I have opportunity to begin 
another fheet. It will not be fair, however, to delay for a mo~ 
ment to inform you, that we have experienced here the moft 
flattering reception: there is an opennefs and generofity depicted 
on the countenances of the Genevans, which form a very fa- 
vourable and obvious diftingtion between them and their neigh- 
bours on the other fide of Fort de l’Eclufe; and Front nulla 
Jidas, fhall not be my motto, at any rate, till I am an older 
mau, 

In confequence of M. Parregaux’s Jetter of introdu@ion, ime 
mediately on our arrival we called on M. Heutfch, who received 
us with much politenefs, and introduced us to M. and Madame 
Odier.. This latter gentleman is a phyfician and profelfor of 
medicine of much cminence: he received his medical educa- 
tion at Edinburgh, and {peaks Englifh with much fluency, and 
with the moft grammatical correétucfs. When Bonaparte was 
at Genéve, Dr. Odier was in company with him two or three 
times, and he expreffed to me his aflonithment at the variety of 
knowledge the Frit Conful difplayed: whatever fubje&t was 
brought before him, phy fic, morals, natural philofophy, chemif- 
try, phy ftology, Bonaparte converfed on each of thefe fubjecis 
as if he had made it one of the principal ftudies of his life! He 
had invettigated the nature of the difeafes of his army in Egypt, 
and difcufled them like a profeflional man: when he was on the 
eve of crofling the Alps with his army, an atchievement before 
which, if we confider the incumbrance of cannon, the famed 
pallage of Hannibal muft lofe half its difficulties, Bonaparte 
converfed on different fubjetts with the fame calmnefs and /ang- 
frord, that he would have done, had he been merely going from 

Vol. 49, U the 
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the Tuilleries to Mal-maifon. No man furely ever profited more 


by the Horatian advice, 


Equam memento rebus in arduis 
Servare mentem. 


You will not infer, from this voluntary acknowledgment of 
the aftonifhing capacity and mental acquirements of an indi- 
vidual, that the French nation is refpeéted here, or that that indi- 
vidual himfelf, in his political chara&ter, is an objeét of efteem. 
Truly, no. The Genevans hate the French: thefe latter are inva- 
tiably detefted, abhorred, abominated, and—you may complete 
the fentence with any other word, if you can find one more ex- 
preflive of antipathy. To the Englifh, on the contrary, they are 
extremely attached; at any rate, they pretend to be fo, anda 
compliment is certainly due to their politenefs,’ even if it be at 
the expence of their fincerity : we are the firft who have arrived 
here fince the fignature of the preliminaries, and it is difficult to 
form a conception of the delight which every one feems to feel 
who knows where we come from: they receive us with the cor- 
diality of an old friend, whofe intimacy had, by fome untoward 
accident, been fufpended, rather than with the fhynefs of a ftran- 
eer, who had never heard of us before. The Genevans feem to 
be proud of what fimilarity exifts between their manners and 
thofe of the Englifh, and exprefs themfelves heartily folicitous 
that a free intercourfe might take place between us: this kind. 
nefs on their part has doubtlefs excited a reciprocal prejudice 
(for, in the ftri€t fenfe otf the word, it certainly is a prejudice) 
onour’s. This day, at a dinner, at M. le Cointe’s, where about 
twenty ladies and gentlemen were feated at table, one of the 
company, in compliment to us, fent round a bumper to the 
health of King George: had we been in France, our politenefs 
would certainly have prompted us to have returned the civility, 
by drinking a bumper to the Firft Conful; but, in the prefent 

cafe, it would have been a very queflionable compliment. But 
I promifed d to releafe you fome time ago, and will now be as good 
as my word: I will not be idle in colle€ting any information 
which may interefl you. Believe me, 

Very affectionately, your’s,&c. &c. 


The principal Ornaments of an exalted Station. 


\V ODERATION, integrity, generofity, and the reft of that 
4 


lovely train of virtues, are the principal ornaments of an 
exalted flation, and give the higheft value to a plentitul fortune. 


Real efteem and honour are only to be obtained by inteil 
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and moral accomplifhments. Authority may create fear; an 
ability to confer favours may command a fervile attention; a 
{plendid appearance may attraét the gaze of vulgar admiration; 
and ceremonious civility and artful adulation may wait upon fu- 
perior rank: but the rich and powerful are then only fincerely 
refpe&ted, when they difcover a fuperior underflanding, manly 
views, and laudable purpofes in the ufe and application of their 
wealth; they are then only heartily beloved, when they foften 
the fplendours of their {tation by condefcenfion and humility, 
and diftribute the fuperfluities of their wealth, with a judicious 
but liberal hand, in aéts of beneficence. 


GENERAL REVIEW of POLITICS 








For Jury, 1802, 
FRANCE, 

Y tlie accounts from Paris, we learn, that the brilliancy of 

the féte, on the 14th, was by no means equal to that which 
on former occafions had been exhibited, excepting the military 
pomp difplayed on the parade, where there was an immenle af- 
femblage of troops. Deputies appeared for all the corps, and 
colours were prefented to a number of new regiments. <A din- 
ner was prepared at the great gallery of the palace. A certain 
air of fecrefy and myftery pervaded: and‘thofe that were pre- 
fent are of opinion, that a plan is formed of a confiderable 
change in the conflitution. ‘The execution of this plan, how- 
ever, has been adjourned, after having been fubmitted to the in- 
fpeétion of the ftate counci]l. Two chambers are in contem- 
plation, to be called refpectively poffeffeurs and induftrieux. 

Jofeph Bonaparte has been chofen by the council of ftate as 
their grand officer in the legion of honour. The organization 
of that region is completed, and the revenues afligned for its 
fupport 5,205,257 livres. 

France has acquired by the late war, an extent of territory 
of 1498 {quare leagues, and a population of 4,331,266 inhabi- 
tants, namely, Savoy, 411,700: the county of Nice, 93,306; 
Avignen, the county of Venloo, 90,000; Belgium, 1,800,000 ; 
the left bank of the Rhine 1,658,500; Geneva, and its ter- 
Titory, 40,000; Mulhaufen 7,200, 

The Chief Conful, it appears, is refolved to carry into imme- 
diate efleét, the plan of forming alegion of honour. In purfu- 
ance of a meflage trom the confuls, the confervative fenate have 
chofen out of their number General Kellerman, to be a member 
of | of adminiftration for the inftitution. The 

ative body alfo, are without delay to proceed 
to the eleétion of members to reprefent them in this body. 
From the pointed interference of the French government with 
[J 2 the 


lin 


1 
the grand connec! 


tribtnate and legifl 


Sees 


} 
- 
i 
# 
a 
ic} 
i 
if 
ti 
if 
ne 








192 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


the fix departments of Piedmont, there can be but little doubt 
that this principality is to be joined, forthwith, to the immenfe 
Gallican republic; the current coin of the former is to un. 
dergo an alteration, at the inftance of the Chief Contul; and 
General Jourdan has been making a variety of ftrong remon. 
ftrances upon the fubjeét of contributions. 

A decree has been publithed dividing the republic into fixteen 
parts, in each of which there ts to be a company of the legion 
of honour. When this infhitution was originally propofed, it 
was eafy to perceive that it was defigned by the Chief Conful 
to be a means of fupporting his authority. By the mode in 
which it is formed it will have the whole weight and confe- 
quence of a military nobility, and by being thus generally dif- 
fufed over the departments of the republic, its general influence 
vill be more flrongly felt among the great body of the people. 


SARDINIA. 


We have unexpeétedly met with another of thofe pious abdi- 
cations, which are far more frequent in catholic than in proteftant 
countries. Difgufted with the the lofs of fo large a part of his 
dominions, and feeling the vanity of every pleafure derivable 
from this world, the king of this ifland has direéted his atten. 
tion to a better; and by an inftrument dated at Rome the 4th of 
June, has refigned hiscrown and dominions in favour of his bro- 
ther, the Duke de Aoft, who has, in confequence, fucceeded to 
the crown, under thé name of Victor Emanuel. 

77 RS SE YT. 

The rebel Ofman Pacha, has again advanced towards Adria« 
nople with confiderable force, but the new beglerbeg, of Romelia, 
Ali Pacha, has oppofed to him a vigorous refiftance. He had 
already beaten him in feveral engagements ; and has alfo been 
able to detach from a party of the infurgents a great number 
of Albanele, who had joined them. Ali ftates, that the mea 
fures he had taken for inluring fafety on the roads, have an- 
{wered his expeétations. A numerous band of brigands have 
affembled alfo in Macedonia, and were preparing to plunder the 
rich convents of the Creeks, fituated on Mount Athos, buta 
Lieutenant Pacha, of Salonica, having fet out in purfuit of them, 
thev were totally difperfed, 

The downfall, or at leaft, the difmemberment of this uncom. 
patted empire, becomes every day more obvious. ‘The beys 
are as refrattory as ever in Egypt, and bid open defiance to 
every degree of power that can be brought againitthem; while 
in the more northern regions Paflwan Oglou, and another rebel- 
lious Pacha, of the name of Giorgi Ofman, are ravaging the 
It is fufpected, and certainly 
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by fome European courts. It is not unlikely, that they may 
have been the fubjeét of much of the royal conference at Me. 
mel. The plan of partition is probably already decided upon; 
and it is much apprehended, that the alliance of France is to 
be bought by a furrender of Egypt to the Chief Conful. 


GERMANY. : 

A fcene of frantic violence took place at Munich, about the 
beginning of June. Some of the tumultuous f[cenes ufual on 
the pilgrimage, which uled to be annually exhibited, having been 
attempted to be fuppreffled by the magiltrates, the journeymen 
employed on thefe occafions made a riot, but, by the exertions 
of the military, order was reftored. 

Authentic intelligence has been received, by way of Holland, 
about the middle of July, that the elector of Mentz is to have 
Ratifbon for his refidence. He will alfo have the bifhopric of 
that city, feveral fmall prelatures, and the bailliage of Afchat- 
fenburgh, befides a million and a half of florins, annually from 
the other ftates of the empire. 

According to fome accounts, the government of Hanover has 
offered to exchange the bifhopric of Ofnaburgh for the bifhopric 
of Hildefhiem, which has been allotted as an indemnity to 
Pruffia, This propofition, however, is attended with great difh- 
culties. Itis likewife afferted, that Pruffia will receive the ab- 
bies of Werden and Herverden. 


HELVETIC REPUBLIC. 

For the acceptance of the new Helvetic conftitution there are 
in all 240,000 voices, and for its rejeftion 70,000, The can. 
tons of Uri, Schweitz, and Underwalden, have unanimoully res 
jected it. 


WEST INDIES. 

Notwithflanding the treaty between General Leclerc and Ge- 
neral Touffaint, the negro chief has been fent to France, as a 
prifoner, with all his family. General Leclerc, in a leiter, dated 
May 12, fays, that Touffaint, ever fince his furrender, has been 
inceflantly confpiring to regain his influence in the colony, 
when he was under the neceflity of having him arrefied. How 
far this accufation is true, or whether it has only been a pretence 
to get rid of a man, whofe influence was fo great in the colony, 
we pretend not to fay. Leclerc fpeaks of his perfidy in ftrong 
terms; and announces that his departure caufed a general joy at 
the Cape. 






GREAT BRITAIN. 


Minifters have taken the molt effe€iual and fpeedy meas 
fures to reduce our naval and military force, thereby fhewing 
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their flrong conviétion of the probability of the continuance of 


peace, and their fincere defire that the public fhould reap the ad- 
vantages of it, particularly in the article of provifions. So 
fuccefsful, however, have been the nefarious arts of the enemies 
of mankind, that the combined bleflings of the laft moft boun- 
tiful harvelt, and the fub{equent definitive treaty of peacc, have 
not yet produced all the pleafing effeéts which might naturally 
have been expeéted to refult from them. Shambles meat is an 
article the price of which has been moft fhamefully kept up, 
notwithftanding the demands for the army and navy have fo ma- 
terially decreafed, and confiderable fales have taken place of the 
provifions intended for their ufe. We hope, however, that for 
once it may be found true, that things will have their true level, 
and that the united kingdom will fpeedily and fully enjoy thofe 
bleflings which a kind providence feems intending for them. 

The general elef&tion which has lately taken place, augurs not 
HI for the future profpeéts of the country ; they have exhibited, 
taking them in the general, lefs bribery. and more indepen- 
dence, than feveral preceding ones. We believe it is true, 
that lefs minifterial influence has been ufed on this than on 
fome former occafions; and the fentiment that feems to over- 
power all others is, the wifh that peace may be permanent, and 
produttive of general happinefs. It would be inexcufable here 
to omit to mention, that the freeholders of the county of Dorfet, 
as well as fome other places, have refufed to accept even a din- 
ner at the expence of their members, being determined they 
fhall go to parliament in a manner the moft honourable to them- 
felves and to thofe by whom they were fent. 

The public diflike of thofe who wifhed the warto have been 
continued has been very decidedly expreffed, ina number of in- 
flances, during the late general ele&tion. Among the moft pro- 
minent may be reckoned, the failure of Mr. Windham at Nor- 
wich, and that of Mr. Baker for the county of Hertford. It 
may be alfo remarked that Mr. Honeywood flood at the head of 
the poll for Kent, Mr. Coke for Norfolk, Mr. Fox for Weft- 
minfter, and Mr. Alderman Combe for London; all thefe gen- 
tlemen were ftrong advocates for the reftoration of peace. 

The conteft for Middlefex, which has been long and arduous, 
has been of a peculiar caft. It was not a conteft between the 
Jate or prefent adminiftration and their opponents, but between 
Mr. Mainwaring and a charatter of a very peculiar defcription, 
the governor of Cold Bath Fields Bridewell. Mr. Mainwaring, 
who has reprefented Middleiex in the laft three parliaments, who 
has prefided, with diftinguithed propriety and impartiality, as 
chairman ot the quarter-feflions f at county for many years, and 
whofe private chara@er ts highly eftimable, is to be reprefented as 


the abettor of cruelty and oppreilion, and the enemy of liberty. 


or 


It may be hard to forgive him for the fupport of Mr, Pitt and 
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the war; we think, however, it is far from impoffible, that that 
fupport might have been given from principle, and we believe 
his integrity is unimpeached. With refpeét to the condué of 
Aris, as governor of Cold Bath Fields Bridewell, if Mr. Main- 
waring has erred, he has certainly erred in goodcompany. The 
charge of cruelty againft Aris has been loud and reiterated ; but 
the charge again{t him has been examined into by a committee 
of magiftrates and a committee of the Houle of Commons. 
The decifion of both exonerated Aris from the charge of cru. 
elty. Here then the facts end. Admiring, in many inftances, 
the oppofition of Sir Francis Burdett tothe continuance of the war, 
and to other meafures unfriendly to the interefts of the country, 
we are forry to find that he has been obliged to have refource to 
clamour and noife to fecure his eleétion. If it could have been 
proved that Aris had wantonly ill-ufed a fingle individual, he 
might have been brought before a jury of his countrymen, who 
would molt certainly have configned him to condign punifhment, 
had the charge been proved againit him. We do not, therefore, 
deem it uncandid to obferve, that we apprehend we fhould never 
again have heard of the charge againft Aris, had it not afforded 
a moft excellent opportunity of decrying, among the undiftin- 
guifhing multitude, the charaéter of Mr. Mainwaring, and giving 
great temporary popularity to that of Sir Francis Burdett. 
Each of their merits muft, however, be determined, not by noife 
and tumult, but by cool and impartial enquiry ; and then, per- 
haps, it will appear that the intentions of Mr. Mainwaring were 
equally honourable with thofe of Sir Francis Burdett. 





Anecdotes of Cai 1a) ne TE. late Empre/s of Rufia. 


[ From Secret Memoirs of the Court of Peterfburgh, Vol. III.] 
QO day Catharine was told that her buff, in Parian marble, 
carefully preferved in a cry {tal glafs in one of the apart- 
ments of the Hermitage, had juft been found painted. Great 
her againft this infolence, and 





endeavours were made to irritate he 
to caufe its authors to be fought after in order to punifh them fe- 
verely for this infule to her imperial majefty. Catharine II. 
without appearing either incenfed or furprifed, contented her- 
‘alt esh ff * . semhahiv f the oes rh 

elf with faying, It is, probably, one of the pages, who 
wanted to rally me on the habit I have of wearing rouge. The 


only thing to be done to wal my buf. 
The emprefs had harboured and adopted a little boy, whom 

the police had found abandoned inthe treets: ff 

to take leffuns at the German [choo!. One day the child ap- 





: : ‘ ee 
peared on his return lefs gay than ufual. Catharine took him on 
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her knees, and afked him the caule of his grief. “~ Ab, mamma, 
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faid he, “ I have cried fadly ; our mafter at the {chool is dead; 
his wife and children cry a great deal; every one is dreffed in 
black, and they fay that this woman and her children are ex- 
tremely unfortunate, becaufe they are very poor, and have no- 
body to givethem a bit of dinner.’ The emprefs immediately 
fent an aid-de-camp to the dire&tor of the fchool to enquire into 
the matter, and on Jearning that a teacher had juft died, leaving 
his wife and children in the greateft diftrefs, fhe fent inftantly 
by the little boy‘three hundred rubies to the widow, with an or- 
der to the head-mafter to have the three orphan children brought 
up at the expence of the crown. Here we fee the heart of Ca- 
tharine: thus it was that innocence fometimes brought her the 
complaints of fuffering humanity, and that fhe haitened to afford 
it fuccour. 

It is well known that an artificial cold may be produced by 
the mixture of fnow and falt of nitre; a heat, and even an ar- 
tificial fire, may likewife be obtained by the mixture of [pirit 
of nitre and oil of turpentine: thofe two fubftances take fire as 
foon as they are mixed, as well as feveral others, by a chemical 
procefs fufficiently known. Some years ago a fire broke out on 
board a frigate in the harbour of Cronftadt, and had like to have 
burnt the veffel. Inquiries were made to difcover the caufe of 
this unfortunate accident, which was attributed to fome il] dif- 
pofed perfon. Several failors even were apprehended on fufpi- 
cion, and endeavours were employed in vain to make them con- 
fefsthe crime. The emprefs, being informed of this affair, faid 
to the reporter “ But, Sir, 1t feems to me that I have learnt in 
my youth, that the mixture of fome cold fubftances produces 
fire {pontaneoufly : perhaps this fire has been occafioned by an 
unlucky accident, and it would be a fad thing to have the inno- 
cent punifhed.”” She appointed a commiflion to examine the 
frigate, and feck out the caufes of the fire. Kraft, the profeffor 
of experimental phyfics and chymiftry to the young grand 
dukes, was of this commiffion; and it was difcovered that the 
fire had proceeded from a bottle of oil, which had been thrown 
down on a heap of foot in the corner of the chimney. This was at 
leafl what was conjeétured, and what was reported to the emprefs, 
who ordered the parties accufed to be fet at liberty. She was 
fond of recolleéting this adventure, and related it one day tothe 
young grand dukes. who were {peaking to her of their leffons in 
py tics, in order to make them comprehend how ufeful that f{ci- 
ence might be tothem. 





On L A W S. 


[ is eafy to form good laws: the difficulty lies in the execu. 
tion of them. The chief felicity of a nation is to have few 
laws, and to be accuftomed toobey them. 


6 A RE. 
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AREFLECTION. 


Aue who can laugh from the bottom of his heart, and aban- 
don himfelf to the ebullitions of jocundity, cannot be 
thoroughly bad. Malice and cunning render us ferious, penfive, 
and clofe ; but a man who can laugh heartily is not dangerous. 
From this, however, we muff not inter that every perfon who is 
not of a cheerful temper is bent on mifchief, 








A Man's Religion is, for the moft part, determined before he is 
born. 


OTHING is fo dependent upon external circumftances, 

as the religious opinions of the greater part of mankind; 
fentiments, which fhould be entirely exempt from the influence 
of every thing external. In fact they are, commonly, juft as 
accidental as extra€tion, and native country, which depend in no 
refpec&t upon ourfelves. In whatever church we have been 
born, or educated, to that it is expected we muft belong: fo that 
a man’s religion is, for the moitt part, determined before he is 
born, and is much‘ lefs his own choice than his bufinefs or hits 
profefion. 





A FOOLISH and CRIMINAL CURIOSITY. 





ANY perfons, in the abundance of their leifure, unhappily 

turn their thoughts to things improper for them. Such 
arethofe private concerns, whic!: people with to keep fecret, and 
havearight to keep fecret. Mow apt are fome to betray their 
impertinence by lying in watt to overhear converfation; by lit. 
tle clandeftine inquiries to come at the fecret hiftory of families; 
to diveinto the management of their affairs; to learn the fate 
of their fortunes; and to know the truth of every fcandalous 
report! <A difpofition of this fort is not to be envied; it origi- 
nates in meannefs and injuftice ; and the frequent unhappy ef- 
fefts of it upon the peace of others, has defervedly expofed it 
to contempt and indignation. The defire of knowing fecrets is 
generally attended with that of telling them. Hence ftrife 
arifes, and the happinefs of many is deftroyed for ever. If on 
any occafion we are tempted to a& in this manner, we ought to 
refle& that our time is allotted to us for very different purpofes ; 
and that it might be much better employed, if each of us were 
intent upon the particular bufineis of our refpeétive calling ; 
mindful of others, when we have it in our power to befriend 
them; but careful, above all things,to perform the much neg- 
lected duty of felf-infpeétion, and to correct our own faults. 
Vol. 40. X he, 
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The SAD STORY of RUTH. 
By Mr, Worvsworth. 


W HEN gg was left half defo- 
late, 
Her father took another mate; 
And fo, not feven years old, 
The fli,bted child, at her own will 
Went wand’sing over dale and hill, 


} 


In thoughtlefs freedom bold. 


And fhe had made a pipe of flraw 
And, from that oaten pipe, could i 
Alb founds of winds and fleods: 
Had built a bower upon the green, 
As if the, from her birth, had been 

An infant of the woods. 


There came a youth, from Georgia’s 
fhore, 
A military cafque he wore, 
With f{plendid teathers dreffed d 
Je brought them from the Chere iebas 
The feathers nodded in the breeze, 
And made a gallant creft. 


From Indian blood you deem him 
{pros pe 

Ah no! ‘he fpake the Englith tongue; 
And bare a foldier’s name ; 

And when America was free 

From battle, and from jeopardy 
He crofs the ocean came 

With hues of genius on his check, 

In fineft tones the youth could {peak! 
While he was yet a boy, 

The moon, the glory of the fun, 

And flreams that murmur as they ron, 
Had been his deareft joy. 

He was a lovely youth I guefs? 

The panther to the wildernels 
W as not fo tairas he; 






And when he chofe to {port aud play, 
No dol ever was fo gay 


Upon the tropie fea. 

Among the Indtans he had fongk ee 

And with him many tales he brought, 
Of pleafure and of fe ar: 

Such tales as told toany maid, 

B; fuch a youth, in the green fhade, 
Were perilous to hear! 


He told of gitls, ahappy rout, 
Who quit their fold with gance and 
{n ul, 
Chew pleafant Ladian town ; 





To gather ftrawberries all day long: 


Returnin;y:, with a choral fong, 
When day-light is gone down, 
He fpake of plants, divine and ftrange, 
That every day their bioffoms change, 
Ten thonfand lovely hucs! 
Wirh budding, fading, faded flowers, 
They fland, the wonder of the bowers, 
From morn to evening dews. 





He told of the ee {pread, 
h as acloud, high over head! 
‘The cyprefs, and her fpire 
Of tlowerst, that, with one fearlet 
gleam, 
Cover a hundred leagues, and feem 
To fet the hills on fire. 





The youth of green favannahs fpake; 
And many an endlefs, endiels lake, 
With all its fairy crowds 
Of iflands, that together he, 
As quietly as fpots of fky 
Ainong the evening clouds, 


And then, he faid, ‘* How fweet it 
were, 
‘© A filher, or a hunter, there ; 
‘* A gardener in the fhade; 
se : Sal wand’ring, with ane afy mind, 
To build a houfehold fire, and find 
* A home in every lade! 


What days, and what fweet years! 
‘* Ahme! 
** Our life were life, indeed | with thee, 
** So pafled in quiet blifs; 
** And all the while,’ {aid he, ‘* to 
‘** know, 
*¢ That we were in a world of woe, 
*€ On fuch an earth as this!” 
And then he, fometimes, interwove 
Dear thoughts about a father’s love: 
For there,” faid he, ** are {pun, 
*€ Around the heart fuch tender ues, 
‘ That our own children to our eyes 
** Are dearer than the fun. 


** Sweet Ruth! and could you go 
‘* with me? 
My helpmate inthe woods to be; 
** Our thed at night to rear? 
sé Or 
Magoolia grandiflora. 
+ The {plendid 
fearlet flowers whichare {cattered w ith tuch 
m over the hills in the fouthern 
parts of North America, is frequently mene 
tioned by Bartram, ip his travels. 
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‘© Or run, my own adopted bride, 
+A fylvan huntrefs at my fide, 
** And drive the flying deer ? 


#¢ Beloved Ruth!"—No more he faid. 


Sweet Ruth, alone, at midnight, fhed 
A folitary tear! 
She thought again, and did agree, 
With him to oT acrofs the fea, 
And drive the flying deer. 


** And now, as fitting is and right, 
© We in the church our faith will 
** plight, 
A hufband and a wife, 
E’en fo they did; and, I may fay, 
That, to fweet Ruth, that happy day, 
Was more than human Iife, 


Thro’ dream and vilion did fhe fink : 

Delighted, all the while, to think, 
That, on thole loacfome flood s, 

And green favannabs, fhe fhouid {hare 

His board, with lawtui joy, and bear 
His name in the wild woods. 


Bur, as you have before been told, 

This ftripling, [portive, gay, and bold, 
And with bis dancing creft 

So beautiful; thro’ favage lands, 

Had roam’d ab. out, with vagrant bands 
Of Indians in the weft. 


The wind, the tempeft roaring high; 
The tumult of a tropic fky ; 
Might well be dange rous food 
For bim; a youth to whom was giv’n 
So mech of earth, fo much of Heav’n, 
And tuch impetuous blood. 


Whatever in thofe climes he found 
Irregular, in fight or { i 
Did to his mind imp 
A kindred impulfe ; feem’d allied 
To his own powers, ind jullified 
The workings of bis heart. 


Nor lefs, to feed voluptuous thought, 
The besutcous forms of nature 
wrought, 
Fair trees, and lovely flowers 
The breezes their own |. inguor lent; 
The flars had feelings, which th cy lent 
Into thofe magic bowers. 


et, in his worft purfuits, I ween 
hat, fometimes, there did totervene 
Pure hopes of highintent: _ 

For paffions link’d to forms fo fair 
And {tately, needs mutt have their fhare 
Of noble fentiment. 


Y 
T 


But ill he liv’d; much evil faw, 
With mento whom no better law, 
Nor betrer life, was known: 
Deitberately, and undecciv’d, 
‘Lhole wild n’s vices he receiv’d, 
Aud gave them back his own, 
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His genius, and his moral frame, 

Were thus impair’d, and he became 
The flave of low defires: 

A man who, without felf-controul 

Would fe “ek what the degraded foul 
Unworthily admires. 


And yet he, with no feign’d delight, 
Had woo’d the maiden day and night; 
Had lov’d her night and morn: 
What could he lefs, than love a maid, 
Whole heart with fo much nature 
slay’ 
So kind and fo forlorn? 


But now the pleafant dream was gone ! 
No hope, no with remain’d, not one: 
They ftirr’d him now no more: 
New objeéts did new pleafure give, 
And once, again, he wifh’d to liye 
As lawlefs as before, 


Meanwhile, as thus with him it far’d, 

They for the voyage were prepar’d, 
And went to the fea-fhore: 

But, when they thithercame, the youth 

Delerted his poor bride, and Ruth 
Could never find him more, 


God help thee Ruth! 
had, 
That fhe, in half a year, was mad, 
And io a prifon hous’d; 
And there, exulting in her wrongs, 
Among the mufic of her fongs, 
She tearfully carous’d. 


Such pains fhe 


Yet fometimes milder hours fhe knew ; 

Nor wanted fun, vor rain, nor dew, 

! limes of the May; 

7 ey ais were with her in her cell; 

And awild brook, with chearful kaell 
D hates ta peliblies pier | 








When Roth three feafonsthus hadlain, 
There came a refpite to her pain ; 
She trom her prifon fled 
But of the vagr ant nonetook thought: 
And where it lik’d ber bell fhe fought 
Her fhelter and her bread! 


Among the fields fhe wey d again: 
The mafter-current of her brain 
Ran permanent and free ; 
And to the pleafant banks of Tone*, 
She tok ber way, to dwell alone, 
Under the green-wood tree, 


The engines of her grief; the tools, 
That fhap’d her forrows, rocks, and 
pools, 
And airs that gently ftir 
The 

* The Tone is ariver of Somerfetthire, 
at no great dillance from the Quantock 
Hills. Thefe hills, which are alluded toa 
tew ttanzas below, areextremely beautiful 
and, in moft places, richly covered wiih 
coppice woods. 
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The vernal leaves; fhe lov’d them ftill; 
Nor ever tax’d them with the ill, 
Which had been done to her. 


A barn her winter bed fupplies ; 

Bur, till the warmth of fummer fkies, 
And fummer days, is gone— 

(And in this tale we all agree!) 

She fleeps beneath the green-wood tree, 
And other home hath none: 


If fhe be prefs’d by want of food, 

She, from her dwellingin the wood, 
Repairs to a road fide: 

And there the begs, atone fleep place, 

Where, up and down, with ealy pace, 
The horfemen-travelless ride. 


The oaten pipe of her’s is mute, 

Or thrown away ; but with a flute 
Her lonelinefs fhe cheers ; 

This flute, made of a hemlock flalk, 

At evening, in his homeward walk, 
The Quantock woodman hears, 


I too have pafs’d her on the hills, 
Setting her little water-mills 
By fpouts and fountains wild; 
Such fmal! machinery, as fhe turn’d, 
Ere the had wept, ere fhe had mourn’d, 
A young and happy child! 
Farewell; and when thy days are told, 
iil-fated Ruth! tn hallow’d mould, 
Thy corpfe fhall buried be : 
For thee a funeral be!! fhall ring; 
And all the congregation fing 
A Chriftian pfalm for thee! 


Sent to a Lady, with a Copy of Shen- 


3 9. PR’ nvhe 
jéCHe 5 we orks. 


NMOV’D by the dreams that 
l allure 
Che vot’ries of riches and fame; 
Nor afham’d to be happily poor, 
Nor caught withthe glare of aname; 
In the calm of a rural retreat 
This poet would trifle his days, 
Forgetting the rich and the great, 
And bleft in his groves and his lays. 
He planted the dark waving grove, 
And rear’d up the Iweet-fcenting 
bower, 
Taught the freamlet more wildly to 
rove, 
The cafcade with more grandeur to 
pour, 
His woodlands repaid well his toil, 
They {pread and they blofiom’d on 
high ; 
All nature united to {mile, 
And feem’d with his fancy to vie. 


Thrice bleft could the calm that was 
there 
Have alfo been queen of his mind; 
Thrice bleft had not Phillis been fair, 
Thrice bleft had his Phillis been kind 


For he low’d; by his fweet-flowing 
Rrain, 
The pride of her {ex might be won; 
Yet to Phillis he warbled in vain, 
** She was faithicfs, and he was une 
‘* done.” 


From the crowd, from the world far 
apart, 
In nature he found his relief; 
Soft feeling attended his heart, 
And footh’d while it cherifh’d his 
gricf. 
No marble hal! {peak of his fame, 
No annals fhal] fwell in his praife; 
He fought but thé poct’s poor name, 
And for ever he lives in his lays, 


Unknown to the rich and the great, 
May fortune thus deftine my lot; 
Nor envying their lofty eflate, 
Nor griev’d when I look on my cot. 
In the eyes of the crowd may they fhine, 
All the joys of parade may they 


know; 
But their pleafures can ne’er be like 
mine, 
Such as thefe and contentment be- 
fiow. 


Let fortune prote& me trom want, 
Let fancy {till blefs with hercharms; 

And more than a monarch can grant, 
Let Laura be given to my arms. 


ASONN ET, 


4ddreffed to a Watch-Chain, made and 
given to me by a young Lady. 


H dear, invaluable chain! 
In thee the virtuous mapic lies 
To foothe the foul’s defpairing pain, 
And triumph o’er expreffive fighs. 


Tho’ here the nymph difplays her art, 
Pho’ thou can’ft boaft a pow’r divine, 

The chain fhe wove to bind my feart, 
Pofleffes fkill exceeding thine. 


Ab! thou thaltclaim my niceft care; 
Full proudly {hall I yaze on thee; 
But happier, prouder {hall I wear 
Her chains of love’s captivity. 
Thefe fhall furvive, and boaft eternal 
charms, 
When thou art mouldering in obli- 
vion’s arms. 


Plynouth- Dock. AMOROSO, 
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